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OFFICE OF REPORTS AND ESTIMATES 
TRANSP ORTATION GROUP 


Weekly Intelligence Summary No, 6? 


21 June 1949 


SECTION I. SUMMARY OF TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS 



The CKecho Slovak Government hats reportedly banned all sport flying 
in powered aircraft in an attempt to prevent the increasing number of 
escapes to the West by military and civilian pilots * (Item No. 2,, B) 


Recent Yugoslav attempts to establish direct air connections with 
the West mark another step in Tito's current tactic to establish closer 
Western ties as a countermeasure to the increasing Cominfom pressures, 
(Item No* 5» A) 


The latest development in the agitation, for a tunnel under the 
English Channel was a meeting held on 25 April under the asupioos of a 
private French parliamentary group which is studying this project. 

While it is reported that the parliamentarians favorable to the project 
may raise the question on their own initiative during the European Con- 
sultative Assembly session at Strasbourg* little progress is likely un- 
less more powerful sponsorship develops in the UK and France. 

(Item No. 4, B) 
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SECTION II. 


CU RES! T DBVELOFMEN'tS 


2 5X6 A 


Cim AVI ATION 



The Czechoslovak Gov ernment has reportedly banned all sport flying 
in powered aircraf'F in an laWemp'i; tcTprevenS the" increasing number of 
escapes to the West by military and civilian pilots. It is believed 
that the present ban (the third since the Communist coup in February, 
1948; will not be lifted until new and more severe regulations are in- 
posed on sport flying, and until a ape cial action committee of the 
Czechoslovak Aeroclub has been appointed to review the political back- 
ground and affiliations of all private pilots. The fact that Czecho- 
slovakia has been forced to renew the prohibition on sport flying re- 
flects the failure of ground and air detachments of the National Seeuri! 
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Corps (SUB) to prevent air escapes. Although poor Czechoslovak com. 
muni cations make Interception difficult, this failure to cope with 
the problem may also stem from political unreliability of the SUB 
itself o (Confidential) 


Yugoslav a ttempts to establish direct air connections with 
the West mark another step lif'$ito*s current* tactic tc*~iniIaMish“closer 
western ties as a countermeasure to the increasing Cominfom pressures* 

Having repeatedly pressed Italy for an agreement on commercial air 
services., the Yugoslavs have now approached the UK with an official pro- 
posal to reopen negotiations toward a UK- Yugoslav air transport agree- 
ment* Although air negotiations held with the UK in 194? were abortive, 
the UK has indicated its willingness to discuss such an agreement on 
r.he condition, which was accepted by Yugoslavia, that simultaneous 
negotiations be hold with the US, (European representatives of Pan 
American Airways believe that Yugoslavia may soon grant the 5 r o onto any 
landing rights in Belgrade.) Yugoslavia has also initiated air dis- 
cussions with Switzerland with a view to reaching an agreement on 
reciprocal air sendees between Belgrade and Zurich. 

These overtures are probably motivated by the Yugoslav desires 
(a, to secure assistance in rehabilitating Yugoslavia* a civil air trans- 
port system; (b) to facilitate commercial exchanges with the West; and 

guarantee a i r exit to the West in view of the possibility that 
Yugoslavia* s present sole air route via Budapest and Prague may be closed 
uo the Yugoslav airline as a result of the recent deterioration of Yugo- 
si av-Hungarian air relations (dee TG Weekly So* 64). (Secret) 


SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 



studying this project. 


*>« ------ fj O tf «,» 

o3t of a channel tunnel has been estimated, 


fv "“’f 00 a five year construction period. Proponents of 

th.© tunnel anticipate that & toll system would make the tunnel largely 
self-liquidating, and hope that the UK, France, and other continental 
countries will contribute to the cost. 
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The recent meeting was attended by parliamentarians from Great 
Britain* Belgium* the Netherlands., Switzerland* and Italy* all re- 
portedly tunnel enthusiasts* After electing Senator Denvers from a 
channel district (Department du lord) to the Conference chairmanship, 
the delegates heard an address by the President of the Federation. 
Internationale de la Route (International Road Federation)-, which is 
reportedly the prime mover behind the tunnel project,, A resolution was 
passed requesting the British and French Goverrmients to consider the 
channel project and to submit it to the appropriate organs of the 
Brussels Treaty Group and the Council of Europe,, 

Military and civil authorities in the United Kingdom have not yet 
defined their attitude towards the tunnel and the French Government has 
shown no official interest* While it is reported that the parliamen- 
tarians favorable to the project may raise the question on their own 
initiative during the European Consultative Assembly session at 
Strasbourg* little progress is likely unless more powerful sponsorship 
develops in the UK and Franco® (Secret) 
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